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Abstract of the session
Political participation is a central and flourishing field of research in social
sciences. Relevant questions are for example the following: Why do individuals
participate in politics? Which factors determine the propensity of an individual to
take part in the political process? How do people participate? What influences the
process of being involved in politics?
It has generated numerous theoretical debates and complex explanatory models
have been put to the empirical test. These models generally focus on micro- and
macro-level factors, as well as on traditional and, more recently, alternative forms
of participation. These studies have greatly contributed to our knowledge of who
gets involved, why, and under which context (e.g. Verba et al 1995, Olson 1965,
Whiteley 1995, Norris 2002, Rosenstone & amp; Hansen 2003). Yet, we know much
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less about the process of engagement/recruitment, i.e. the triggers of participation
or the factors that turn potential participators into politically active citizens.
Investigating these dimensions calls for an analysis of the role of intermediate
explanatory factors and especially the role of mobilization by social groups or
agencies.
The mobilizing effects of social networks have attracted a growing attention since
the 1990- 2000s, providing more relational insights (Emirbayer & amp; Goodwin
1994, Diani & McAdam 2003) for dealing with a phenomenon that is often
understood as individual undertaking despite its very collective and social nature
(Leighley 1995, Knoke 1990). Capitalizing on network theory and methodology, as
well as emphasizing empirically the influence of many forms of social interaction
through networks (discussion, support, affiliation, etc.), many social scientists have
progressively and extensively integrated network explanations and analyses to
account for the triggering of political behaviors undertaken by citizens (e.g.
Klandermans & amp; Ogema, Passy 2003, Diani &amp; McAdam 2003, Huckfeldt
&amp; Sprague 1987, Knoke 1990, La Due Lake &amp; Huckfeldt 1998, Huckfeldt
& Sprague 1995, Burt 2000, Putnam 2000, Mutz 2002, McClurg 2003, Zuckerman
2005, Klofstad 2007, Pattie &amp; Johnston 2009, Campbell 2013, Gonzalez- Bailon
et al 2010, Eveland & amp; Hively 2009, Sinclair 2012).
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